UPDATE ON CUTS TO THE DD WAIVER/FAMILY LIVING OPTION

Cuts in the Family Living Option. We all remember the surprise when we heard that cuts were being proposed to family providers in the Family Living Option. Conversations had been going on for almost a year in the Department of Health(DOH) about how expensive the Family Living Option had become, and it was clear that decisions were going to be made about reducing its costs. We have now witnessed the first attempt by DOH to make those cuts and we are not happy. The cuts are not going away. Because the Family Living Option, like all Medicaid Waivers, is based on the principle that all individuals have the right to live where they want in their communities, it's important to assure that this important program, built around the family, is preserved.

Specific Cuts. There is a 2% cut proposed on all Annual Resource Allotments(ARA), meaning all Family Living provider budgets will be cut by that amount. Another 2% cut is planned for service rates to therapy providers, such as SLP, PT, OT, etc. DOH also proposes to require that funds for substitute care will come out of the ARA budget, so there will be no additional funds for respite. In addition, DOH believes that many DD Waiver clients are receiving more care than needed, so they will re-examine the tiered system level for each DD Waiver client, INCLUDING THOSE IN THE Family Living Option, meaning additional cuts for some families.

What We Can Do. Because the Family Living Option is still on the chopping block, we can do two things:

· We can work with DOH to come up with what we can live with and what we can't in order to preserve the Family Living Option as a program. For example, we can each review our own ARA/budgets to see where some savings could occur without doing harm to our family members. We can also ask DOH to postpone changes in the tiered system for Family Living so that families can have time to test out how they can build some substitute care into the ARA. It seems reasonable that families and DOH tackle this problem together.

· We can watch for news about DD Waiver hearings. There will be at least two hearings. The dates and locations have not yet been announced. Once that is decided, families, consumers, and advocates should pack the hearing rooms and ask to be heard. PRO will keep you updated!

These are not easy times. There is no doubt that the DD Waiver program has continued to need more and more money to keep it afloat. It is not clear why expenses have soared, and that's a question to be asked at the hearings. Meanwhile, because costs have risen for those already being served in the Waivers, thousands of other families and consumers are waiting for services. For them there is no light at the end of the tunnel.

We all need to help figure this out. It is time for all of us --- DOH, families, consumers, and advocates --- to work together and think creatively about how to reduce the costs overall so that more people can receive much needed services. 
