<KalaniNetiti@aol.com> 8/20/2010 6:18 PM >>>
hi there jon
 
this is April lauer. dayoni lauers mom. if u remember i wrote u over a year ago when dayoni was about to have that hip surgery. well it turned out very good. so good infact she took steps on the 8th week without crying! it was at her first pt therapy appt after the surgery at mayo clinic hospital out here in rochester minnesota.she did not have a cast on at all and so on that day when they saw her take steps everyone that was in the room stopped and was in amazement. they said this was the first time ever in mayo clinic history that a child with this surgery has taken steps. no child has ever done this. every pt therapist and ot therapist in the room was almost to tears. they kept asking me what did u do at home ?did u do anything different. and well yes i did. right about the time she had this surgery there was a brand new pool that was built with a zero depth section to it. it had just opened   and dayoni well it was very hard to try to tell her she could not go in  the water and or couldn't get the wedge and straps she had to wear to get wet. she had some stitches still with tape over them. and we were not allowed to get them wet either. well all our other kids wanted to go(i remind u we have 6 kids.lol)  and well being the mom i am i couldn't say no to her. but i had to find a way that she could be in the water with out getting the stitches wet. so what did i do?  lol well i got creative!
 
i made a water proof wedge for her to wear out of POOLNOODLES    lol yes i took a electric carving knife and it nicely carved it to pieces to shape the wedge and i duck taped them together. and wala it worked. i used the fabric straps from her other wedge and that worked. then i found a shaped waterproof pad.--looks like a curved diaper changing pad for baby diaper tables-- but it had a holey cover on it. it was perfect. just the right size .i would put that in the water in the zero depth part of this new city pool and then i put the homemade waterproof pool noodle wedge on and straped her in.  and sat her down. it made the water right below the stitches.and the noodle wedge kept her feet and legs floated up to just the right place. so in the weeks we did that it allowed her to feel comfortable and she healed very well. and she was strong willed and tried her hardest to move around on her butt when she could. she doesn't quit. and she is now using arm crutchs and has a new green u shape walker and dayoni also got a new custom pink bike paid by minnesota biker dads  and lions club of stewartville.our town. it was made in sweden and shipped over. dayoni got it a few months after her surgery. and is riding in style now.lol she is soon to have another surgery to have the screws and metal removed from that first surgery but we know she will heal fast after that because she is so close to walking with out crutchs. hopefully by next summer. at least that's what the schools and pt therapist is trying for. so i have a facebook page if u or anyone else would like to see any pics of how she is doing now. u can look for me under  APRIL D LAUER ...
 
alsoooo. im also writing to you as i have started something .im a quilter and one day during winter dayoni's school bus driver would tell us if dayoni wasn't outside waiting in her wheelchair he would leave. and many days he wouldn't honk. some days he would be really early and other days really really late. and well we have had problems with him. but this one day it was 20 below and about 4 feet of snow outside. and yes kids still go to school in these temps. well so he was really really late this day. i had a ton of blankets on her and we were getting very mad that he was 20 mins late and came speeding around the corner. and then yelling at us to hurry to put her on. well the blankets kept getting caught in the wheels and would not allow us to move the wheelchair. and her legs were already freezing and tight from the cold and her muscles were really starting to hurt. we also had more then 1 blanket to cover her feet and her head so she wouldn't breathe too much of the cold air. it was crazy.. but because of this day. it made me come up with a idea!
 
i have designed a special quilt pattern for the wheelchair that will not get caught in the wheels and im making a big pocket at the feet so that shoes or snow boots can keep their feet dry and warm. also im going to have these have straps or hooks to attach to the arms or above the shoulders so that they stay up. im making many different ones. thing is. i have decided and dayoni also we want to make a bunch of these and try to give them away to kids with cerebral palsy.and also kids that use a wheelchair everyday.i have written to fabric companys many times in the last 8 months  and i have gotten about 9 donated boxes or packages. some small and some large. mostly all fabric. i try to tell as many people and quilt shops ,thread companys and fabric companys as much as i can. some write me back and some dont and some just send me a box on surprise. so dayoni is helping me and im also teaching her how to use the sewing machine. i invested in a nice one with buttons so its easy for her. i also got a machine called the accuquilt go. that she can h elp crank. it cuts fabric to shapes we need. but thing is we need more of the dies for this machine. there is a bigger one but i couldn't afford that one. i have written to this company also but i havent heard from them yet. anyway im really trying to get more help for this as we would love to try to find more famlies with kids with cerebral palsy that would or could benefit from one of these. we only know of 2 other kids here. and i know in albuq there is alot. but here is the thing. i know there is many different sizes of wheelchairs and different types. and only way i can find out those sizes is to have the child be sitting in their chair and they be measured from wheel to wheel across their lap and measure around their feet with afos and shoes on.  and maybe also across their chest or stomach.  do u think any kids out there would like one? cuz if so heres what i would need. measurements of wheelchair and all those places i just told u about with child in the seat , and also have the parent give u a pic of them in the wheelchair .the childs name  and parents address. and even what that child likes. i mean this so i know what fabric to choose for them. now these quilts will take a long while to make since i will make them as i have more donations. but what could also help is if u can pass this  to any parents, any one that help support cerebral palsy. u can give them my facebook page and have them contact me that way.. my address and everything is on my info page. id love to even put pics on my facebook page of all the cp kids that would like one of these quilts. because the  companys will be keeping in touch with me and watching and looking at my photos pages of the kids im helping amd it could really help if they saw kids and families waiting for one and supporting me to make these. id like to make a list of  kids. im also trying to find more in minnesota also and maybe one day go even further then the 2 states i know. so if u can tell everyone u know about this. tell everyone to go to my facebook and message me there. or even shoot me a email to  kalaninetiti@aol.com cuz i need more donations and more help. and i hope to turn this into something really big. anyway find me at APRIL D LAUER on facebook.and i hope families can help. maybe even anyone willing to donate something to help.i dont have money to buy anymore supplies so this is all happening by help and donations. and dayoni will be so excited to help others like her as this will help these kids warm when its cold outside.

