Thank you for that!  I liked it a lot because it put into  words what I've 
been feeling for a long time.  I've always been a  little uncomfortable with the 
labels "Special" and "Special  Needs children."   I think those labels put 
people in a box  and encourage sympathy rather than empathy.  And I agree, it 
doesn't allow  people who have disabilities to be seen as individuals.  Labels  
put a person's disability first rather than putting  the individual person 
first and then recognizing that the person has  different and perhaps greater 
challenges than most people because he or she  has a disability.
 
At the same time, I think most people aren't aware that they may  actually be 
judging people who have disabilities.  I think people really do  care, they 
just may not know how to respond to someone like our son, Dane, who  for 
example last night was pushed in his wheelchair up to their door saying  'trick or 
treat' with an electronic button switch.  So most people respond  with sympathy 
because they see Dane as "disabled" first and maybe  only.  They see that he 
can't walk to their door and say  'trick or treat' with his own voice, so they 
feel sorry for him.  It takes  empathy, rather than sympathy, to first see 
Dane as a young teenager who  wants to go trick or treating like his brother and 
all the other kids in the  neighborhood, regardless of how he has to do it.  
And empathy allows one to  see that because Dane has CP he has to work a lot 
harder to tell us  what he wants to be for Halloween, he has to depend on 
others more to make  his costume, he usually has to have his mother or father go 
with  him, and he has to work a lot harder to eat the candy he gets.  But  Dane 
still wants to go "trick or treating" because of whom he is as an  individual, 
not because he has a disability.  And unlike his  brother, Dane also wanted 
to "trick or treat for UNICEF."  He may have  more empathy for other children 
who have challenges because of his disability  but I think he made that choice 
because of who he is as an  individual.
 
So, I think if we keep trying to see everyone as an individual first and  
empathize with their individual challenges, then  labels, including those 
associated with race,  religion, culture, gender, political party association, etc., 
as well as  disabilities, will eventually go away.
 
Well, I bet you didn't expect an essay; guess you caught me in a  mood!

