
It is no secret that we are in the middle of a recession. Unemployment has increased to a high of over ten percent in the nation, and almost eight percent in New Mexico. These have been the highest figures of unemployment since the Great Depression. There is more of a need for government support than ever, from the disabled to the unemployed. Resulting in cutting of funds for certain programs to support other programs in the state. In 2009 153 million dollars was cut from the state’s budget in four different categories; child health care, behavior health, developmentally disabled, and nutrition assistance for seniors. As of January 7th 2009 the state funding cut Medicare by nine million dollars for the developmentally disabled. 


In order to see the affect of the cut one must look at how funding is supported by the federal government. The federal government matches every dollar that is provided by three dollars so when there is a cut to the program less is matched, as a result cutting more funding from the program. 
The impact will hit the developmentally disabled in many ways one is the support of their caregivers. Before the cut caregivers had a maximum of 1,750 hours to work with clients now they have a maximum of 1,000 hours with clients almost half of the hours were cut. In turn caregivers are more likely to seek other occupations, and give a lower quality of support. Another way the developmentally disabled will be affected is the likelihood of a disabled persons safety being jeopardized because an item or a service was not provided will increase. Lastly the developmentally disabled will be affected by the cut in funding of Medicare is their chances on getting on Medicare are less likely. The waiting list at the present has four thousand individuals. The cut will make it so that less developmentally disabled are accepted into the program.
In researching for this paper I found an article from Forbs magazine. In the article states are ranked by how advanced they are in six categories. One of the categories was quality of life. Quality of life takes in consideration the help that the disabled gets from the state. New Mexico ranked 48th in the nation, just above Nevada. In other words New Mexico is behind the times when considering the disabled in their budgets compared to other states. Unfortunately it is the disabled that must suffer because of the states inability to learn that the disabled have a huge impact on the community and must be supported. 
