THE DISABILITY COALITION
“Medicaid Modernization” Public Input Meetings:

It’s Important for the Disability Community to Participate!

Governor Susana Martinez and the Human Services Department (HSD) are proposing a complete overhaul of New Mexico’s Medicaid program.  The Administration has contracted with a Washington, D.C. firm, Alicia Smith and Associates, for $1.7 million to redesign the Medicaid program.  
Public input meetings are being held around the state in July and August (see next page).  We encourage people to attend, and hope our principles below can guide your public comments. 

The Administration has said that the redesign is needed because increasing costs make Medicaid “unsustainable”.  However, the Governor and the Legislature provided the necessary funds this year to replace temporary additional federal funding, and there are no other unusual financial problems facing Medicaid.  When the program is expanded to more people in 2014 under the federal health care reform law, the federal government will pay the vast majority of the cost while providing a tremendous economic boost to New Mexico.
Medicaid is not “out of control”.  Increased costs are primarily due to increased enrollment of children, adults and families who qualify because of their income or disability. Changes to Medicaid should be aimed at improving quality and accessibility of services, not misguided efforts to reduce cost.
The Disability Coalition believes that Medicaid redesign should be governed by the following principles:
· Keep current eligibility standards and expand access to health care coverage.  

· Make sure all eligible New Mexicans are enrolled in Medicaid and appropriate Medicaid programs.

· Make sure New Mexicans covered by Medicaid continue to have access to appropriate and necessary services for which they are eligible, and expand access to those services so that they can benefit others who need them.  
· Maintain attendant care services currently provided through the Personal Care Option (PCO) program, and address the extremely long waits for services in the home- and community-based services (HCBS) waivers such as the Developmental Disabilities and Disabled & Elderly (CoLTS-C) waivers, by increasing the numbers of people served in those waivers without depriving people of necessary services.  Redesign should support access to HCBS over institutional care.
· Protect individuals with complex medical and disability needs.  
· Copays for high-cost services such as assistive technology or frequently needed services would discriminate against those with the greatest need and the least ability to pay.

· “Pay for performance” policies should be designed to promote quality and must ensure that individuals with complex conditions are not adversely affected.
· Achieve savings by improving services rather than by cutting covered benefits or provider rates.

Schedule for Human Services Department Public Input Meetings 
on Medicaid Overhaul Plans
· Clovis – July 6, 2011, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Clovis Civic Center, 801 Schepps Blvd. (Corner of Schepps & 7th) 
· Farmington – July 12, 2011, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

San Juan College, Room 7103, 4601 C College Blvd.
· Roswell – July 26, 2011, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


Roswell Public Library, Bondurant Room, 301 N. Pennsylvania Ave. 
· Las Cruces – July 27, 2011, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 


NM Farm and Ranch Museum Theater, 4100 Dripping Springs Rd. 
· Albuquerque – July 28, 2011, 10:00 a.m. to noon 


UNM Continuing Education Building, Rooms G & H, 1534 University Blvd NE
· Santa Fe – August 2, 2011, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.


Willie Ortiz Building, 2600 Cerrillos Road
The Disability Coalition encourages you to attend these meetings
 and make the voice of the disability community heard! 
